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THE CHURCH GATHERS 
 

Organ Prelude                                                                                          
 
Call to Worship (responsive): 

 

God is with us. 
God is with us in joy and in sorrow. 
In Christ, God has reshaped the past, present, and future. 
We are being prepared for something new 
and wait with hope since God is with us. 
 

     Let us worship God! 
  

Lighting the Candle of Joy 
 
Hymn:  “People in darkness” 124                                                                                                                              
 
Prayer of Approach  

 
Prayer of Confession (concluding with the Lord’s Prayer): 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
 

TO HEAR GOD’S WORD 
 

Sung Prayer for Illumination: “Sing them over” (v. 2)  498 
 

Christ, the blessed one, gives to all, wonderful words of life; 
sinner, list to the loving call, wonderful words of life; 
all so freely given, wooing us to heaven. 
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life, 
beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life. 
 

The Prophet: 
 
Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11 (p. 603) 
 



 
Responsive Psalm 126, refrain I (red psalter): 
 
Hymn:  “Spirit of God, descend upon my heart” 382 

 
The Song of Mary – Luke 1:47-55 (p. 832) 
 
Epistle and Gospel Readings: 
 
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 (p. 961) 
John 1:6-8, 19-28 (p. 862) 
 

This is the Word of the Lord. 
                     Thanks be to God. 

 
Hymn:  “Long ago, prophets knew” 121 
 
Sermon:  Joie de la nouvelle vie  
 

RESPONSE TO THE WORD 
 
Hymn:  “Joyful, joyful we adore you” 410 
 
Offering and Offering Response: “Doxology” 830 
 
                   Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow; 
                   Praise Him, all creatures here below: 
                   Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
                   Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.     
 
Offertory Prayer (unison): 
 

In view of your mercy, O God, 
we offer ourselves as living sacrifices. 
May our worship be holy and pleasing to you, O Lord,  
a service of thanksgiving, offered with joy. 
Amen. 

 
 



 
Announcements 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
 
Carol:  “Joy to the world” 153 
 
Call to walk in the Spirit (responsive): 
  
 We once lived in darkness 

but now have seen a great light. 
We once walked without understanding 
but now have been given  
a spirit of wisdom and revelation. 
We once lived without hope 
but now in Christ we have hope, peace, and joy. 

              
Sung Benediction  (Edelweiss) 
 

May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 
Grant you peace, perfect peace, 
courage in every endeavour. 
Lift up your heart to see his face, full of grace forever. 
May the Lord, mighty God, bless and keep you forever. 

 
“Sing Amen” (2x) 264 
 

Amen, we praise your name, O God. 
Amen we praise your name, O God. 
Amen, amen, amen, amen, 
amen, we praise your name, O God. 
 

Silent Meditation (We leave to share the good news.) 
 

Organ Postlude    
 
 
 
 



 

 
 Welcome to our service of worship this morning.  
Thank you for joining us.  We hope you will come to 
Lower Creelman Hall for a pot luck luncheon after 
the service.   
 

   If you are here for the first time, please sign our 
guest book at the Cross Street entrance.   
 

   May God richly bless you and make you a blessing 
to many. 
 

 

Mission Moment – Equipping and nurturing  
                                future church leaders 
 

Gifts to Presbyterians Sharing equip and nurture future 

church leaders who in turn will equip and nurture others to 

witness faithfully in the world. In 2017, 18 students 

graduated from our three theological colleges – Knox 

College in Toronto, The Presbyterian College in Montreal 

and Vancouver School of Theology and St. Andrew’s Hall in 

Vancouver. These colleges provide a strong academic and 

practical foundation to prepare students to serve our 

congregations. The PCC supports ministry candidates and 

their presbyteries as they work to discern the candidate’s 

call. In 2017, 16 candidates attended the PCC’s Guidance 

Conference, which helps participants recognize their 

abilities, strengths and weaknesses and develop a plan of 

growth as they move forward. Together, we also encourage 

and support new clergy who have just begun their ministries.  

 

Presbyterians Sharing supports visionary church leaders. 

 
 



 
Stewardship Moment 
 

For it is in giving that we receive 
 

St. Francis of Assisi (1181-1226), 
Italian Roman Catholic friar and preacher. 

 

 
 

Weston King Neighbourhood Centre is always in need of 

items of various sorts.  For December we will continue to 

provide toiletries and hygiene products for the Centre’s 

clients, but also items such as warm socks, gloves, and 

scarves. Know that your support is greatly appreciated.  

Thank you! 

 

 
UPCOMING 

 
Tuesday, December 19 – OWAISSA 

Lower Creelman Hall – 6:30 p.m. 
 

Sunday, December 24 
10:30 a.m. – Advent IV Service 

7:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Communion 
 

 

Joy 
 

The password of the early Christians was joy, so let us still 
serve the Lord with joy. Joy is love, joy is prayer, joy is 
strength. God loves a person who gives joyfully, and if you 
give joyfully you always give more. A joyful heart is the result 
of a heart burning with love. Works of love are always works 
of joy. We don’t need to look for happiness: if we have love 
for others we’ll be given it. It is the gift of God.  
 

Mother Teresa, A Simple Path 



 
Spiritual Formation 

 
To fulfill the high calling that God has placed upon us in 
creating us and redeeming us, we must have the right inner 
substance or character. We must come to grips with who we 
really are, inside and out. For we will do what we are. So we 
will need to become the kind of people who routinely and 
easily walk in the goodness and power of Jesus our master. 
For this, a process of “spiritual formation”—really, 
transformation—is required. 
 
Spiritual formation for the Christian is a Spirit-driven process 
of forming the inner world of the human self—our “spiritual” 
or invisible aspects of human life—in such a way that it 
becomes like the inner being of Christ himself. In the degree 
to which such a spiritual transformation to inner 
Christlikeness is successful, the outer life of the individual 
will become a natural expression or outflow of the character 
and teachings of Jesus. We will simply “walk the walk,” as 
we say. 
 
Christlikeness of the inner being is not a merely human 
attainment, of course. It is, finally, a gift of grace. 
Nevertheless, well-informed human effort is indispensable. 
Spiritual formation in Christ is not a passive process. Grace 
does not make us passive. Divine grace is God acting in our 
life to accomplish what we cannot do on our own. It informs 
our being and actions and makes them effective in the 
wisdom and power of God. Hence, grace is not opposed to 
effort (our actions) but to earning (our attitude). 
 

Dallas Willard,  
Renewing the Christian Mind 

 
 



 
Readings for December 24th 
 
     Morning Advent service 
 
2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16 Who will build God’s house 
Psalm 89:1-4, 19-26 Singing of God’s steadfast love 
Romans 16:25-27 Glory to God through Jesus Christ 
Luke 1:26-38 Gabriel visits Mary 
 
     Christmas Eve service 
 
Isaiah 9:2-7 A child born for us 
Psalm 96 Singing a new song to God 
Titus 2:11-14, 3:4-7 Godly and upright living 
Luke 2:1-20 The birth of Jesus 
 

 
 

Dr. Lance Odland, Minister 
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We meet in worship on the traditional territory of the 
Mississaugas of the New Credit. 


